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                 Deck Plan Details - *fill in all blanks 
  
 

      *Site Address________________________________________________  
 

                       APPLICATION CHECKLIST: -  *answer all questions 

Yes   No  

    * Is a future porch being considered? 

    * Will there be a hot tub or spa on the deck? 

    * Is deck attached to a house cantilever? If yes, provide special design. 

    * Is a guardrail required (over 30 inches above grade)? 

    * Is a handrail required on the stairs (4 or more risers)? 

    * Does deck site plan show distance to property lines and buildings? 

    * Using composite deck materials? If yes, identify___________________ 

*Deck Width______________  

*Beam Size______________   

*Post Size_______________ 
 
*Post Spacing____________   

*Joist Length________________ 

*Joist Size__________________ 

*Joist Spacing_______________ 

   *Number of Posts____________ 
 

 

*Joist Cantilever ______ 

* Deck Height ________              

* Top Di    ameter________       

* Bottom Diameter______   

Grade   
  

Deck   
  

House   
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Deck Permit Submittal Documents 

 

Required Documents: 

1. Building Permit Application 
2. Deck Plan Details (separate document, part of required submittals) 
3. Building Plans 
4. Site Plan  

NOTE: All permit application documents should be turned in at the same time, 
otherwise partial submittals can often cause delays in the plan review process.  

Building Permit Application: Describe proposed work, site location, contractor and 
owner contact information, contractor state license number, valuation estimate, 
signature and date.  

Deck Plan Details Form: Fill out completely as part of the submittal package.  

Building Plans: Show in detail the extent of proposed work to include locations of 
posts, footings, beams, stairs, house cantilever if used and direction of floor joists. 

Site Plan: Show 1) how deck is oriented and attached to house, 2) distances to side 
and rear lot lines, septic tanks, drain field and well. 

License Requirements: Applicants must be property owner or Licensed Contractor.  

State Building Code Information: The MN State Residential Code that regulates the 
construction of decks can be viewed on the Department of Labor and Industry web site.  
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Site Plan 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is the purpose of a site plan?  
To determine if the addition of a proposed new structure or modification of an existing structure 
will comply with local zoning regulations.  Exterior projects require a zoning review. The site 
plan can be on an existing survey or hand drawn sketch, depending on project requirements. 
 

What is the purpose of a zoning review? 
To ensure the application and supporting documents describing the proposed work will comply 
with zoning regulations for property line setbacks and the number, type, size, location, and use 
of all buildings. A zoning review is the first step in the permit application review process. 
 

What kind of information is required on a site plan? 
A certificate of survey or "to scale" site plan is preferred and, in some cases, may be required. 
Depending on the type of permit applied for, a site plan may be hand drawn or digitally 
sketched on an aerial photo if the following items are proportionately shown on the site plan:  
  
1. Lot dimensions identified and distances of structures and accessory buildings to property 

lines and other structures. 
 

2. Location, type and size of all existing structures and buildings on the property. 
 

3. Proposed location, type and size of new structures built or moved on the property. 
 

4. Location and dimensions of existing driveway and any other impervious surfaces, 
including sidewalks, asphalt, class-5 gravel areas, etc. 

 

5. Location of utility easements or wetlands, and distance of proposed structures from said 
easements and or wetlands. 

 
6. Location of septic tanks, drain field, alternate drain field site and well with the distances of 

these to the closest structures, impervious surfaces and/or property lines. 

      Note: Site plans with all required information ensure a faster review. 
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